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dissatisfied Indians simply hang around him. The delay in making
the announcement about the repeal of the Act and the decision not
to accept voluntary registration have simply strengthened the hands
of these men. You will add to the peace of mind of well-behaved Indians
by giving the assurance about the Act, accepting voluntary registration
from those who now arrive, and by dealing with the fanatic I have
mentioned either by way of deportation or by treating him as a pro-
hibited immigrant under the Immigrants' Restriction Act. I believe he
possesses no documents.

This letter I have ventured to make very personal and absolutely
frank. May I ask you to reciprocate the frankness? I have been
naturally talking to Mr. Cartwright, who has acted as the intermediary,
and Mr. Cartwright has been passing along messages, but the gravity
of the situation makes it imperative that I should make this very personal
appeal to you.

Tours etc.,

J. C. SMUTS, Es&.
COLONIAL SECRETARY
PRETORIA

From a photostat of the handwritten office copy: S. N. 4816

142.   LETTER TO MAGAMAL GANDHI
[JOHANNESBURG,]
May 21, 1908
CHI. MAGANLAL,
I have received your letter. You need not worry about me. I
think I shall have to sacrifice myself. I do not believe that Smuts can
play foul to the end. But it gives an opportunity to those who have
reached the limits of their patience and* are ready to strike at me. If
that should happen, we need not be unhappy. If I have to give my
life for a cause which I consider to be good, what better death can there
be?
If God found it fit to take away Gokaldas, why should the idea
of death make us sorrowful? This world is transient. If, therefore,
I leave this world, why should one be worried on that account? It
should be enough to wish that nothing improper is done by me as long
as I live. We should of course be careful that we do nothing improper
even by mistake* True, I have not yet reached the stage when I can
attain liberation but I do believe that if I leave this body while treading